VA NATIONAL PEER COUNSELING CALL

June 11, 2007

1 PM TO 2 PM EASTERN STANDARD TIME

Roll Call

Moe Armstrong – Facilitator


Albany

Albuquerque


Birmingham


Brockton


Honolulu


Indianapolis


Long Beach


Omaha


Orange County


Phoenix


Providence


Tuskegee


Vermont


West Haven


West LA


Lisa Mueller, VISN 1 MIRECC

Site Updates
· Omaha has developed their logo design.  Once it is finalized, they will share it with the rest of the group.

· Brockton celebrated their third anniversary with a party, certificates for the facilitators, and a cake with the Vet-to-Vet logo.  Pictures of the event will be posted on the website when they are available.

· Tuskegee will be having an all-day event to recognize their first anniversary soon.  They will utilize the celebration to express appreciation to facilitators and staff liaisons, and to increase awareness of the peer program in their VA community.
Topic Discussion: How sites handle payment of peer facilitators, with and without co-existing volunteers

The discussion continued from the last call with a brainstorming session about where sites who would like to pay facilitators could obtain funding.  Moe suggested that NAMI state affiliates might be a potential source. Moe and Roy plan to attend the NAMI national convention, and will use the opportunity to continue discussions about fund raising with the organization.  NAMI in Pennsylvania wants to become a sponsor for Vet-to-Vet in Coatesville, PA. 

Pharmaceutical companies were mentioned on the previous call; Astra Zeneca was suggested as a company who might be interested in helping veteran peer programs, as they have already committed to funding NAMI peer-to-peer programs.  Roy will talk to them regarding national support.  Albuquerque has written a proposal for another organization that could be useful as a template for future proposals.  Indianapolis has written grants for Lily and Pfizer, but was not approved.  Moe may be able to assist with this.  Vermont has worked with their state department and received funding. Their peer program now extends to eight different towns since they began last July.


Roy has a grant proposal template that addresses all the steps of preparing a grant; he will share it with other sites who are interested.  Moe suggested that including the Vet-to-Vet DVDs with a grant application may help people better understand the benefits of these programs.  The DVDs can also be shared with state representatives or senators.  Sites agreed it was good to have a few copies of the DVDs on hand so that they would be available when needed.  To order more, please email Patricia Crann at Patricia.Crann@va.gov.  When you share the DVD, you may also want to mention that the original Vet to Vet DVD won a Telly award and a gold Aurora award.  The Memphis Peer Conference DVD won a Telly award and a silver Aurora award.
Announcements

There is a Depression Bipolar Support Alliance (DBSA) “Train the trainer” conference for Certified Peer Specialists in Chicago from June 25-29.  Roy and another veteran from West LA will be attending.  

Moe stated that the certified peer specialist training is now being evaluated so that more information about how it prepares peers for their roles can be documented.  

Moe addressed the different roles peers may have within the mental health system.  He suggested that in talking to other members of the mental health system, peer programs emphasize the goal of enhancing, not competing with, the system.
Next Call


The next call will be June 25th, 2007 at 1pm (EST).  Albuquerque agreed to facilitate.  If you have topics, ideas, or questions for the upcoming conference call, please email Lisa at:  Lisa.Mueller@va.gov.

