Vet-to-Vet National Peer Support Teleconference
January 14, 2008 @ 1:00pm ET

Roll Call
Moe Armstrong – Facilitator                        New Haven
Birmingham                                                  North Chicago 
Boston                                                           Omaha
Brockton                                                       Orange County
Canandaigua – Pam – Call Secretary            Phoenix
Columbia                                                       Tuskegee
El Paso                                                          Vermont
Fort Worth                                                     West LA
Indianapolis                                                    Lisa Goodale, Peer to Peer Resource Center, DBSA
Long Beach                                                    Patricia Sweeney, VISN 1 MIRECC 
Madison

Marion

Site Updates

Vermont – All the meetings at the sites are doing well.

North Chicago has a prospective Vet-to-Vet chapter and is working on developing another chapter. They are working on the NEPEC surveys.

Indianapolis has seven chapters in the community and one at the VA hospital, and they are starting another chapter in the community. They reported that Bloomfield is looking to start a chapter but have not yet found a facilitator.
Tuskegee has six Vet-to-Vet groups and will be completing the NEPEC surveys. They will be starting another female group soon. Between Birmingham and Tuskegee, they have had approximately 5,500 veteran contacts. They will be meeting with staff about starting a site at the VA hospital in Tuscaloosa.

Columbia reported experiencing some challenges last fall. They will be meeting with the Veteran’s Recovery Coordinator and will get the program running again.
One site reported some problems with participants ignoring confidentiality. Moe suggested that the site begin each meeting with reminding participants, “What is said in the group, stays in the group.”
Brockton reported turning in NEPEC surveys. They reported a current challenge of lower attendance in the Vet-to-Vet group because a PRRC clinical group has been scheduled at the same time. Also, one peer facilitator left and Brockton is now working to replace the person.  

Houston has five programs up and running, two of which are on inpatient units at the hospital. The programs are reported to be going well. They recently had some turnover which resulted in fewer available facilitators to run the groups.
Boston reported that their Women’s Group stopped when the facilitator became ill. A new facilitator was trained, and the program has resumed operation.
Birmingham is moving forward and reported getting feedback that the Vet-to-Vet program has been helping participants with their sobriety. 
Lisa Goodale from DBSA told everyone about upcoming training opportunities the DBSA is sponsoring: the Peer Support Training they will be having in New Orleans, February 18 – 27 and a Peer Specialist web presentation on February 12.  
Long Beach has a Women’s group and asked for suggestions or ideas from everyone. 
Moe informed the group that Roy Brown is taking over his position with Vinfen in Boston.  
Question: Materials Vet-to-Vet Programs are using

Moe reminded everyone that he has several resources to share regarding training materials for Vet-to-Vet. He stated that if anyone needs the materials, they should contact him. 

Topic Discussion: Developing groups for family members of veterans

There was a brief discussion about the SAFE (Support and Family Education) program developed by Dr. Michelle Sherman at the Oklahoma City VA. Call participants were encouraged to check out further information about the SAFE program through the website link http://w3.ouhsc.edu/safeprogram/index.html.

Moe briefly mentioned a publication entitled, The Journal: The California Alliance for the Mentally Ill, which includes information on assisting spouses and children. He stated that there is a need for support for children and wives, and now even husbands, since many women in the military have non-military husbands. 
Decision regarding upcoming call topics and facilitator

The next teleconference call will be January 28th at 1:00pm ET. The facilitator will be Moe Armstrong. If you have any suggestions for the call’s agenda, please email Tricia Sweeney at Patricia.Sweeney@va.gov. You are also welcome to call Tricia. Her office telephone number has changed. It is now (781) 687-3015.
